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Abstract  
This research is aimed to find out that the use of flashcard improves students’ ability to 
write verb-form in recount text of VIII grade B students of SMP Negeri 05 Pontianak in 
Academic Year 2018/2019. This research was conducted based on the problems found in 
the classroom. The problems are the students wrote incorrect and did not know the 
meaning of verb-form in simple past tense. The method of this research is Classroom 
Action Research which consisted of four stages such as Planning, Acting, Observing, and 
Reflecting. This research was conducted in two cycles to 29 students. In collecting the 
data, the researcher used observation and measurement technique. The tools of collecting 
data were observation checklist, field notes and test. Based on the findings in this 
research, it was  found that using flashcard in teaching and learning in the classroom 
helped the teacher in manages class easily and they are could made students’ interest to 
the lesson. It is also can change students’ behavior in the classroom. Many of them seem 
motive and enthusiast when doing the test and discussion. They are not busy with their 
own business. Flashcard also improved students’ ability to write verb-form in recount 
text.  
 
Keywords: Recount Text, Verb-Form, Flashcard.  
 
  
INTRODUCTION  
In grammar, tense is a time of verb’s 
action. In other words, it is a form of the verb 
which shows the time an action takes place. It 
means that tense is a form of time that showed 
when the event or action happened.  
There are three basic tenses in English 
grammar such as present (something 
happening now), past (something happened 
earlier), or future (something going to happen). 
Here the writer concludes the word ‘tense’ is a 
verb form used to express a time relation.  
One of the important forms of tense in 
English gr 
ammar is simple past tense. Past tense is a 
tense expressing event of situations in the past 
time. Weiner (1990, p.74) stated simple past 
tense is an action or activity happened in the 
past.  
On one teaching learning process at the 
eighth grade students the teacher found some 
learning problems. The problems are learning 
of grammar especially simple past tense is 
weak in terms of form of simple past tense in 
regular and irregular verbs, and time 
expression used. In addition, they also cannot 
write verb form into simple sentence for 
example recount text. Based on the result of 
the evaluation, it is found that the score 
achieved by the students is still below the 
minimum standard score (70). Here the current 
level of the students is elementary. Generally, 
most of them understand the simple past tense 
about but they are confused when simple past 
tense divided into two forms such as simple 
past in regular and irregular verbs.  
On the teaching learning process, the 
teacher used lecturing technique. And also, the 
teacher has to do some efforts in order to 
improve the students’ verb form in recount 
text. Based on those problems, the writer 
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would like to help the teacher solve the 
students’ difficulties in learning verb form by 
providing a good technique. An appropriate 
technique delivered by the researcher is by 
using picture drill which has not been used by 
the teacher.  
Here, the irregular verb is more difficult 
for the students. The teacher found that the 
students got confused with the irregular verbs. 
They are focused to the regular verbs because 
it is not more changed, for example they just 
added –ed or –d. So, the researcher used an 
appropriate media to teach tenses especially 
simple past tense in regular and irregular verbs.   
Use a suitable media is important to make 
students understand regular and irregular verbs 
in simple past tense. And also, by using media 
teaching learning process will be interesting 
and easily. It is also will be helpful to make 
students enjoy and interest. So, here the 
researcher proposes to use flashcard as a 
teaching media in classroom to makes the 
learning process easily and interesting.  
The researcher used flashcard as a media 
because it is a suitable media for the eighth 
grade students. It is colorful and easy to 
understand. According to Gelfgren (2012, p.1) 
flashcard are clear and colorful, and it is have a 
positive effect on the visual learning process of 
the students. In addition, Gelfgren (2012, p.1) 
said flashcard could be used for any subject, 
for example elementary or more advanced 
language training (vocabulary and grammar). 
Flashcard is easy to used and handy for the 
teacher and it could be used on any class level. 
For many students, using flashcard is a fun 
way to learn grammar.  
The researcher conducted Classroom 
Action Research (CAR) to saw the process in 
the classroom whether used flashcard 
improved students’ ability to write verb-form 
in simple past especially in recount text. It is 
hoped by using flashcard, teaching learning 
process would be better than before and 
motivates students to learn English especially 
tenses. The researcher wants the student 
interest and excited to know about simple past 
tense in regular and irregular verbs. In 
addition, the researcher wants the students 
write recount text correctly. 
Based on previous research Nadziroh 
(2010, p.10) found that flashcard is one of the 
best media for memorizing information. With 
this media, the students may remember the 
meaning of words of the verb-2 and know 
when using simple past tense in daily 
activities. In short, using flashcard can make 
students interest and easy to learn simple past 
tense especially verb form in recount text.         
Flashcard is set of cards contain picture 
and word especially verb or name of thing. 
According Haycraft (1978, p.100) flashcard is 
card on which the words and/or pictures are 
printed or drawn. They should be a big enough 
to seen by students in the class. Flashcards 
have various sizes based on student’s specific 
need. They are colorful which is use to 
memorize and understand new vocabulary. 
Merriam and Webster (2003, p.476) stated 
flashcard is a card bearing words, number or 
pictures that briefly displayed (as by a teacher 
to a class) use as a learning aid. In addition, 
Doff (1988, p.82) said flashcard are cards with 
single pictures which can be held up by the 
teacher. Here the researcher used flashcard 
because it is consider suitable media and also it 
can motivate students to learn simple past 
tense in a relaxing and enjoyable situation, so 
the students can understand and memorize the 
words simple past tense. 
One of most effective ways to successful 
on teaching learning process is the media use. 
Media is a tool that teacher must have. They 
must make colorful and update media so that 
the students are not boring and hard to 
understand. Inayah (2010, p.22) said visual aid 
is one of media can make students interested. It 
can make student’s understanding and 
developed student’s interest. In English class, 
teaching learning process should use aid, 
especially visual aid, there are picture, 
flashcard, or something is real which can 
brought in the class. By using flashcards as 
media to learn, the students will be able to 
learning verb-2 without any stress on their 
feeling. Colorful flashcards make students 
interest and focus to see what happen in the 
front of the class. Based on Gelfgren (2012, 
p.1) stated flashcard function well in individual 
work, pair and group work. Students can ask 
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each other questions and help using flashcards. 
Flashcards are quick and easy way to make use 
of visual means to help students learn and drill 
vocabulary. Both children and adults profit 
from flashcards in their learning process. 
Flashcards can be dealt out to children who 
finish their assignments earlier, or to be use in 
groups.     
 Here the researcher use flashcard with 
size 18x6 inch, contain colorful pictures, and 
the pictures uses are clearly and base on the 
topic which will be learn. It is also contain 
verbs or name of thing. Nasr (1972, p.119) said 
flashcard is a piece of cardboard about 18x6 
inch on which appears a word, a sentence or a 
simple outline drawing. The lettering should be 
large, net and clear so that it could be seen 
from the rear of the room. Capital letters are 
preferred. Print out should be used since it is 
easy to read at a distance.  
According to Suyanto (2008, p.109) used 
of flashcard in the English teaching learning 
process to help the teacher: (1) To be familiar 
and stable with singular and plural concept (2) 
To be familiar and stable with numbers (3) To 
be familiar and stable with a few and a lot of 
concept (4) To get the students attention using 
extract pictures with appropriate (Vocabulary 
and Color) (5) To give variation in the teaching 
learning process. 
 
METHOD  
The form of this research is Classroom 
Action Research. CAR is research which 
conduct in the classroom by the teacher, 
mainly with the purpose to resolve the problem 
and improve the teaching learning process. 
Burns (2010, p.1) stated CAR can be a very 
valuable way to extend our teaching skills and 
gain more understanding of ourselves as 
teachers, our classrooms and our students. The 
central idea of the action part of CAR is to 
intervene in a deliberate way in the 
problematic situation in order to bring about 
changes and, even better, improvements in 
practice. 
According to Kemmis and McTaggart 
(1988) cited in Burns (2010, p.7), CAR 
involves four phases in a cycle of research. 
The first cycle may become a continuing, or 
iterative, spiral of cycles which recur until the 
action researcher has achieved a satisfactory 
outcome and feels it is time to stop. In 
addition, Kemmis and McTaggart (1998) cited 
in Burns (2010, p.8), there are four phases in 
CAR: Planning, Acting, Observing, and 
Reflecting.  
 
Planning 
Planning related to the activity plan which 
is going to be hold in the classroom. It is about 
the lesson plan, observation checklist sheet, 
field notes, and the test. Here the researcher 
plans how to make a good lesson plan based on 
the material, how to manage classroom, and 
how to make an appropriate test.  
 
Acting 
 Acting is the action after planning has 
been manages. It is when the technique, 
material and tasks are being hold or apply. The 
acting stage is the application of the planning 
stage. In this stage, the researcher handle the 
class, on the other hand the collaborator 
observes the teaching process in the classroom 
while the technique is being use. Next, the 
collaborator fills in the observation checklist 
about the process.  
 The steps of teaching simple past tense 
using flashcards are as follows: (a) Teacher 
explained about simple past tense. (b) Teacher 
explained about regular verb. About the 
formula and the form of simple past tense in 
regular verbs. (c) Teacher explained about time 
expression use in simple past tense. (d) 
Teacher showed the example of simple past 
tense in regular verbs that are represents with 
flashcards. (e) Teacher played the flashcards 
by “Drill” as follows: (1) Show the students 
the flashcard of verb for example “cook”. (2) 
Ask the students how form of simple past tense 
in regular of verb “cook”. (3) The students 
responded: “cooked”. (4) After that the teacher 
guide the students to make simple sentences 
from the verb ”cooked” with add time 
expression that explained before. (5) Next the 
teacher showed another flashcard of regular 
verb and the students has to make simple 
sentence with verb like before. (f) The teacher 
gave correction and feedback to the students 
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answer. (g) In the end of lesson, the teacher 
gave a test.  
Observing     
  Observing is to see how the activity 
running; and to gather the data as the 
information to be assess. The statements in the 
observation checklist are the expectation of the 
researcher using the achievement that the 
students have within the process that will 
measure the strength and the weaknesses of the 
process of the teaching learning. In observing 
stage, there is a collaborator. The collaborator 
observes the activity by giving checklist to the 
observation.  
Reflecting    
Reflecting is the stage to reflect how the 
research has been carry out; from the planning 
to observation checklist. The teacher and the 
collaborator discusses to makes a reflection 
what shall they do to repair the problem. This 
stage determine the success of the technique be 
use; whether it work well or not.  
 After getting the result of the test, the 
researcher as a teacher reflects the students’ 
comprehension in form of score. They 
discusses about the implementation and data 
they gather. If the problem is not finish in the 
first cycle or still may find some problems, so 
they shall plan again a second cycle with the 
same concept as the first one.   
 The subject of this research is the second 
year students of VIII B of SMP Negeri 05 
Pontianak in the academic year 2018/2019. In 
this class there were 29 students.  
 In this research the researcher uses 
observation and measurement techniques. The 
researcher as collaborator to observed the 
students activity in the classroom. In 
observation, the teacher and collaborator pay 
attention to the students’ performance carefully 
in order to notice things that have connection 
with the research focus. The observation is 
done by using observation checklist and field 
notes to see students’ improvement of simple 
past tense by using flashcards. Meanwhile 
measurement technique is done by conducting 
written test to know the students’ progress of 
simple past tense in every cycle. 
There are three tools of data collecting of 
this research. They are observation checklist, 
field note, and test describe as follows: (1) 
Observation is a technique to collect the data 
by observing the activity of the research 
process. The researcher uses observation 
checklist as a tool of data collecting. (2) Field 
notes are notes by the researcher from all of 
the stages, planning until reflecting activity. In 
this part, the researcher as the teacher write 
down anything occurs when applies the 
technique, including the obstacle that the 
teacher finds in teaching learning process. (3) 
Test, the researcher uses written essay test with 
10 questions. The questions about fill in the 
blank of recount text using verb-form 
provided. The test is to write sentence in 
Simple Past Tense using Verb-2 and Be 
provides. Each item is scored 10. Thus, total 
score for total correct answer is 100.  
The final score for each student for every 
test is counting using the following formula:  
 
Students’ score =   correct items X 100 
 
After knowing the students individual 
score, the researcher calculated the students 
mean score. Heaton (1988, p.146) formula of 
mean score as follows:  
 
Appendix 1. The Formula of Mean Score 
M = ∑x 
         N 
 
Notes: 
M    = mean score  
∑x  = the sum of students’ score 
n     = total number of the students’  
 
 From the mean score, then it can be judge 
whether the students have a good score or not. 
The results of the students’ achievement is 
classify into the following criteria.
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Table 1. The Criteria of the Score 
Score Classification 
80 – 100 Good to Excellent 
70 – 79 Average to Good 
60 – 69 Average 
50 – 59 Poor to Average 
0 – 49 Poor 
 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND 
DISCUSSION 
Findings  
1. CAR (Classroom Action Research) 
 In conducting this research, the researcher 
applied Classroom Action Research. The 
method of this research was intended to solve 
the problems found in the classroom. By 
applied CAR the researcher can see the process 
of teaching learning in the classroom. By using 
CAR the researcher found the students’ 
behavior or the teacher activity in the 
classroom and students’ improvement. 
   
2. The Teacher  
 Here the researcher uses observation 
checklist and field note to saw the teacher 
activity. Time that the teacher used to teach 
English is 80 minutes in one meeting. The 
teacher mostly used dictation method in 
teaching. The teacher rarely used a visual 
media.  
 
3. The Facilities 
The facilities in the classroom are good, 
such as the whiteboard, a chair and table, a 
projector, etc.  
 
4. The Students 
Here the researcher found students’ 
behavior in the classroom during teaching 
learning process. They are mostly busy with 
their own work. They also disturb their friend. 
Here the researcher found that there any 
students got high score in the test although 
they are busy and not focus to the teacher 
explanation. It because they are actually 
understood and ever learned the material that 
teacher gave in the extracurricular tutorial 
lesson.  
 This research was conducted in two 
cycles. Every cycle consists of planning, 
acting, observing, and reflecting stage as 
Classroom Action Research procedures. In the 
first cycle, the acting stage was conducted in 
one meeting that was on Monday, May 7th 
2018. In the second cycle, the acting stage was 
conducted on Monday 14th 2018. During 
implementing flashcard, the researcher as a 
teacher and had the collaborator as the 
observer teaching learning process to observe 
what actually happened in the classroom 
through observation checklist and field notes. 
The collaborator’s view of the process was 
very important to avoid the subjectivity of the 
teacher.  
 After the researcher gave the materials, 
implemented flashcard, and the students did 
the test, the teacher computed the students’ 
score and classified the mean score into the 
qualification. All those steps were done to 
obtain the research findings. In this research, 
the researcher found some problems that had to 
be corrected. The problems were related into 
the process of teaching learning, the teacher, 
and the students. The problems came from the 
disturbances from other sides, and students’ 
performance. The researcher summarized the 
problems or mistakes into some points as 
below: (1) The time for analyzing flashcards 
for each picture was too short. It was only 10 
seconds for each question. (2) The class was 
not conducive enough because there were 
disturbances from outside. (3) There were 
some students who were still busy with their 
own business. They did not concern to the 
lesson and also with the flashcard. (3) In the 
first cycle, only 12 students passed the 
standard minimum score; with the mean score 
65 and the percentage of the passing grade was 
40%.  
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 Those problems above led the researcher 
to conduct another cycle in order to improve 
everything in the teaching learning process; in 
term of the students’ performance, teacher’s 
performance, as well as the score of the 
students. Therefore, the researcher made 
correction and reflection to the second cycle as 
described below: (1) The teacher needed to 
check and check again the preparation for the 
activity. (2) The teacher added the time for the 
game; from 10 seconds to 15 seconds for every 
question. (3) The teacher had to make sure that 
the class was conducive. (4) The teacher 
needed to analyze each questions, and 
determine which was appropriated level of 
questions for the students; not the easiest ones 
and not the most difficult ones. The questions 
had to be compatible; meaning they were 
appropriate to the eighth grade students. 
  In conclusion, the first cycle was not as 
good as expected. It needed to be revised, 
corrected, and improved in order to get the 
better result or improvement from the first 
cycle. Therefore, the researcher conducted the 
next cycle or second cycle to revise and 
improve the shortages and weaknesses in the 
first cycle.        
  Here the strategies and method should be 
revised. The teacher ability also should be 
improved to create something new to made 
classroom atmosphere interesting.    
  The second cycle was on May 9, 2018. 
The preparation of the teacher when the 
teacher came to the classroom was good. The 
teacher started the class by leading the students 
to pray together, greeting, checking the 
students’ presence, and also appreciating the 
students because they had prepared the 
projector before the lesson began.  
  Next, the teacher set her laptop and 
showed the material. Before reviewing the 
material, the teacher mentioned the objectives 
and the indicators of learning. There was no 
significant difference of the objective from the 
first cycle. However, it was very important for 
the teacher to mention the indicators and the 
learning objectives before beginning the 
lesson. That is why the teacher still told them 
the indicators and the learning objectives. 
 The researcher noted some findings in the 
second cycle during the acting stage of the 
classroom activities. The findings are as 
follows: (1) There was no noise and 
disturbance from other students from other 
classes. The teaching learning process was 
conducive enough. (2) The students seemed 
more excited to do the activities that on day. 
They felt comfortable and excited in the 
classroom. (3) In the test, the students did it 
well; meaning they did not cheat by seeing 
their friends’ work or talking with their friends. 
They focused on their own handouts of test. 
The class was quiet while they were doing the 
test.         
  In conclusion, the acting stage of the 
second cycle was run better than the first one. 
The students had done it better than the 
previous one. They were more excited with the 
activities in the classroom, and more concern 
to the material. Overall, the process of the 
second cycle was improved; it was better than 
the first cycle. The problems was limited, even, 
the process was almost perfect. Like in the first 
cycle, in the second cycle the researcher was 
also helped by the same observer of the first 
cycle. In this cycle, the observer used 
observation checklist. The form of the 
observation checklists was the same with the 
first cycle.        
  As in the first cycle, the observation 
checklist was aimed to record the expected 
activities in order to see the improvement of 
the students’ performance. Moreover, the test 
was aimed to measure the students’ 
improvement in form score by comparing the 
result of mean score and each question of the 
test in order to see the improvement of the 
students.        
  Overall, the activities had been 
accomplished better than first cycle. There 
were many improvements on students’ activity 
in the second cycle.      
  Based on the field note, the observer 
noted some findings based on the process of 
the learning. Firstly, the students looked very 
enthusiastic to begin the teaching learning 
process. It was shown from the students when 
they prepared the projector before the teacher 
came to the class. Secondly, teacher was more 
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confidence in delivering the material, giving 
instructions, motivating the students, and also 
leading the students to the discussion. The 
next, the students were more active and it was 
better than the first cycle. There were no more 
students who were busy with their own 
business; all of them were focused on the 
activity. The last, in the second cycle, both 
teacher and the students had done better than 
the previous research.    
  In the reflecting stage of the second cycle, 
the researcher concluded that the second cycle 
of the research was successful. All the 
expectations of the teaching learning process 
and the reflecting actions from the first cycle 
were improved. It can be seen from the result 
of students’ test. The process and the students’ 
achievement were better than the first cycle. 
The successfulness of the cycles convinced the 
researcher to stop the cycle. 
Discussions 
 This research was conducted in two 
cycles. Each cycles consisted of planning, 
acting, observing, and reflecting. Each acting 
stage was conducted in two meetings that were 
performed during the teaching and learning 
process. While doing teaching and learning 
process, the teacher needed a collaborator to 
observe what was happening in the classroom 
and to take some notes. The presence of the 
collaborator was to minimize the subjectivity 
of the teacher while interpreting the data. The 
data collected in the form of the students’ test, 
observation checklist, and field notes. From the 
research findings, it can be seen that the 
students’ writing increased from the first cycle 
to second cycle. There are some significant 
improvements on the students’ ability writing 
verb form, understand form of simple past 
tense in regular and irregular verbs and also the 
teaching learning process itself.  
 In this part, the researcher tried to answer 
the research problem. The purpose of this 
research is to find out whether flashcard can 
improve students’ writing verb form in simple 
past tense. The improvement can be seen from 
the mean score 65 (cycle 1) to 75 (cycle 2). 
Moreover, the improvement which is shown 
from the students’ score shows that in the last 
meeting of the implementation of flashcard, 
there were only four students whose score was 
below 70, which was the criteria of success or 
minimum standard score that had been decided 
by the researcher in planning stage of 
classroom action research. The score on the 
second cycle was very different from the first 
cycle that there were seventeen students who 
got score below 70.  
 Based on the students’ achievement score, 
it was clear that the students’ writing verb form 
in simple past tense increased from first cycle 
to second cycle. Moreover, the observation 
checklist and the filed notes also showed 
significant improvement in teaching learning 
process. The students were paying more 
attention to the material, enthusiastic, very 
active asked they do not understand, and wrote 
verb form in simple past tense in the 
whiteboard. Based on those result, the 
researcher decided to stop the cycle.  
 In conclusion, the researcher determined 
that this research was satisfactory. The 
students’ verb form specifically in writing verb 
form in regular and irregular verbs and writing 
simple recount text improved by implementing 
flashcard. Therefore, the researcher has 
concluded the action hypothesis which states 
“Flashcard can improve the students’ ability to 
write verb form in recount text of eighth grade 
students of SMP Negeri 05 Pontianak in 
academic year 2018/2019” is proven. 
 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
Conclusions  
 Based on the result of the research on the 
eighth grade students at SMP Negeri 05 
Pontianak, the researcher makes some 
conclusions as follows: (1) The students 
writing verb-form in recount text was 
improved by using flashcard in teaching 
learning simple past tense in regular and 
irregular verbs. This was proved by the result 
of mean score of students test. In the first 
cycle, the mean score of the students test was 
65 and the mean score of the students test in 
the second cycle was 75. (2) The teaching 
learning process was improved by using 
flashcard in teaching learning simple past tense 
in regular and irregular verbs. This was proved 
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by the result of the field notes and observation 
checklist from the first cycle and the second 
cycle. The students showed better result in the 
process of the students in recognizing the 
meaning and writing correct spelling of words. 
(3) Applied flashcard did not only improve 
students’ achievement to reach the standard 
score used in the school, but also increased 
students’ interest in learning English.      
Suggestions    
 Based on the research findings, the writer 
would like to propose some suggestions to 
improve teaching learning process especially 
teaching verb-form in recount text by using 
flashcard. The suggestions are defined as 
follows: (1) Based on the finding of the 
research, Classroom Action Research is a good 
method to saw the student activities in the 
classroom. It is can use to saw the process of 
students’ improvement. By used it the teacher 
can know what should be revised in teaching 
learning process. The teacher can change the 
students’ behaviors in the classroom. (2) 
Flashcard is a media that researcher uses to 
improves students interested. It is made 
students’ focused and interested to the teacher. 
Flashcard also made students quietly in the 
classroom. It is a new media for the students.   
(3) In improving students’ ability to write 
verb-form in recount text, the teacher should 
revise the technique of the teaching. The 
teacher should be focuses to the students’ 
behavior. The teacher should improve 
students’ interest. If the students focused and 
interested to the teaching learning, it will be 
easy to changed students’ attitude.  
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